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An Introduction to Our National President 

Pat Allen being sworn in by our Past  
National President Ed Wilson 

At the Fraternity of Alpha Kappa Lambda’s 2002 Conclave, Patrick Allen was elected our 29
th

 National President.  

President Allen is the Oregon Economic and Community Development Department’s Small Business and Emerging Technology Manager.  He is 

responsible for developing and coordinating the State’s knowledge and information economy strategies.  He also administers $4 million in small 

business assistance contracts, providing services to over 12,000 Oregon businesses this biennium, and staffs the Governor’s Small Business Council.  

President Allen was initiated into the Fraternity of Alpha Kappa Lambda in 1982, at Phi Chapter, Oregon State University, where he graduated in 

1985 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Economics.  He served at the chapter level in a number of roles and offices, including Chapter President.  

He has been a member of the Phi Chapter Corporation Board and served six years as its President.  He has been a member of the National Executive 

Council since 1987. 

In addition to his professional and fraternity work, President Allen serves his local community as Vice Chair of the City of Sherwood Planning 
Commission and as a member of the Sherwood Urban Renewal Advisory Committee.  He is a member of the Board of Directors of Oregon Software 

Assoc., and the Oregon Manufacturing Extension Partnership.  In his “spare time” he referees high school basketball.  He and his wife Joan (Alpha Xi 

Delta, OSU) and three children live in Sherwood. 

He Cast His Net on a Beautiful Sea  

Winkin, Blinkin and Nod one night sailed off in a wooden shoe; sailed on a river of crystal light into a sea of dew.  “Where are you going and what 

do you wish?” the old moon asked the three.  “We’ve come to fish for the herring fish that live in this beautiful sea; Nets of silver and gold have we”, 

said Winkin, Blinkin and Nod.  So recited Reverend Dr. Robert W. Tabscott as he opened the sermon at the Memorial Worship Service for our 

Brother Irving Dilliard.  

Brother Dilliard saw his world as a Beautiful Sea and he cast his nets of silver and gold to make it a better place for us all.  

Irving L. Dilliard, initiated into Alpha Kappa Lambda by Gamma Chapter at the University of Illinois in 1924 and who served as AKL National 

President, 1936-38, has died.  

The retired Post-Dispatch editorial page editor used the might of his pen to champion victims of injustice.  Brother Dilliard was a respected writer, 

editor and expert on the Constitution and the Supreme Court who wrote more than 10,000 editorials and many books.  He entered Omega Chapter on 

Wednesday (Oct. 9, 2002).  Irv was 97 and had lived in Collinsville, Illinois all his life.  

Our recollection of his penchant for retying the shoelaces of everyone he met to make them more comfortable, his gifts of the little Johnny-Jump Up-

and Kiss Me plant, and his letters on the back of recycled letters he had received years ago brought smiles of remembrance. 

  Irving Dilliard never forgot his beloved Fraternity and the importance it played in shaping his life.  Alpha Kappa Lambda is a much better Fraternity 

for having Irving in our midst.  He will be sorely missed. 

From the President’s Desk  

This is my first opportunity to share a few thoughts with all of you,  And I want to begin by thanking the Delegates to the 2002 Conclave for 

entrusting me with the awesome responsibility to serve you as your National President. 

If you were at Conclave, you know that my major point of emphasis is focusing on our philosophy of "Men of Character Committed to Making a 

Difference."  In particular, it's the "Making a Difference" part that I'm energized about, and that I hope you will be energized about too.  Here are a 

couple of ways I  'd like to suggest you try to make a difference this fall.  

Growing the Fraternity is one of my top priorities as your National President.  Most of us think the Fraternity grows by establishing new Colonies, 

and granting new Charters.  This is true, but it's not the only way.  The Fraternity also grows at every existing Chapter, including yours!  So my first 

challenge to you is to make a difference this fall by growing your Chapter.  Wherever you are in your recruitment schedule, you can always make an 

effort to make one more friend, introduce that friend to your Brothers, and make him a Brothers.  If each of our  existing Chapters could grow by just 

5%, that would have the same impact on growing the fraternity as chartering 3 new Chapters.  And that growth would  help make it easier for us to 

offer you the high quality services and programming you expect from your National Fraternity.   

My second challenge to you involves the calendar.  October brings each of our Chapters the first cold snap of fall, events around Homecoming, and . . 

. Halloween.  Think about the themes of your parties and the other activities you do.  Most of all, think about how you act.  Make sure that, the next 

morning, all of it will reflect well on AKL and on the Greek Community. 

Fraternally,  Patrick Allen, National President  



Seth is Raising Arizona, 

                             Colorado State, and Washburn!  

As we usher in a new era with a new National Executive Council, the Fraternity has focused its efforts on growth.  Our MOC 

Development Team Member, Seth Godwin, hit the road this Fall to three campuses in order to foster Interest Groups into 

Colonies.  

The three locations were Washburn University (Alpha Nu Chapter), Colorado State University (Alpha Kappa Chapter) and 

the University of Arizona (Alpha Beta Chapter).  All three locations have a strong core group of men looking to revive AKL 

on their campuses.  

It is not unusual for us to hear the question, “How does AKL expand to new campuses or campuses where we have closed a 
chapter?  There are a few ways that this can be done.  

A cold-call expansion is when the National Headquarters sends a staff member to a campus to start a chapter from scratch.  

This staff member must recruit undergraduates to form a colony, alumni to support the colony, and any support the University 

may offer.  He then trains the group on how to operate and recruit.  This process can take 5 to 6 weeks depending on the 

campus plus months of preliminary planning.  

An interest group or transfer student expansion is our most common process.  AKL identifies an individual or individuals on a campus to help form a 

colony.  NHQ sends a staff member to the campus to train these individuals in operations and recruitment.  The staff member will also recruit alumni 

to support the group.  

Our expansion efforts will not stop with our three Fall Interest Groups.  We are currently planning two cold-call expansions for the spring.  We will 

be returning to both the University of Washington (Theta Chapter) and Oregon State University (Phi Chapter).  

Elections are Coming Up  

Is your chapter calendar full?  Has it been submitted to NHQ toward points on the Accreditation scoring for the 2002-2003 year?  If not, October 1
st
 

has already passed and it is late.  

As we check over those in our office, we are noting when elections are being held.  If your calendar does not include this date, we will be contacting 

your President soon.  Your chapter nominees should be aware of the Presidents’ Academy for 2003.  It will be held in Indianapolis the weekend of 
January 3-5.  Anyone running for this office must be prepared to attend this important session.  The AKL Education Foundation underwrites this 

Academy for the benefit of the chapters and the National Fraternity.  Details will be mailed in November. 

  Leadership Defined:  

“A leader is not necessarily a person who holds some formal position of leadership or who is perceived as a leader by others.  Rather, a leader is one 

who is able to affect positive change for the betterment of others, the community and society.  All people, in other words, are potential leaders.  

Moreover, the process of leadership cannot be described simply in terms of the behavior of an individual; rather leadership involves collaborative 

relationships that lead to collective action grounded in the shared values of people who work together to affect positive change.”  (Higher Education 

Research Institute)  

Sounds a bit like Men of Character…what do you think?  

Chapters with a future Accreditation J  

The following chapters have “done it all” so far.  They have filed at least one Chapter President’s Monthly Report (September and/or August).  Dues 

and Insurance have been paid in full.  Pledges have been reported with Membership Fees included.  The Scholarship Program and the Fall Calendar 

have been submitted in accordance with the Accreditation Schedule.  Good job!  

Kappa 
Beta Nu 
Xi 
Beta Omicron 
Psi 
Beta Tau 
Alpha Rho 
Gamma Beta 
Alpha Phi 
Gamma Delta  

Those of you who seem to falling behind so early in the game, get your officers busy and catch up!  Turning in reports as well as reporting on time 

are reflected in the Standards and Accreditation scoring process each year.  



Traditional College Students  

No Longer The Norm  

The latest American Council on Education study reveals about three-quarters of students work while earning a four-year degree.  A quarter of them 

hold down full-time jobs.  Among 9 million students earning bachelor’s degrees: 40% come directly from high school, attend classes full time, and 

work part-time or not at all, with parents shouldering most costs of college.  Less than half of the college students (47%) stay enrolled at the school 

where their studies began and earn a degree there within five years.  

Today’s college students are a diverse group:  55% are women, 30% are minorities and 20% are foreign born or immigrants’. children. Eleven percent 

grew up speaking a language other than English  

Chapter Accomplishments  

The following was reported to NHQ this Fall term to be shared with the other AKL Chapters.  If you have an accomplishment you would like to see 

in the next Inside AKL, contact nhq@akl.org.  

Kappa Chapter– Shyam Seetharaman and Nate Marshall were selected for the annual Old Masters program as hosts.  The chapter has continued its 

Speaker Program that was presented at Leadership College this past summer.  

Xi Chapter – At homecoming the chapter received first place in the skit competition.  Brent Rauch, Dan Schulte, and Ricky Vigil were inducted into 

Blue Key Honors Service Fraternity.  

Alpha Phi Chapter – The chapter recently had a retreat in which they used the “Cross the Line” activity learned by one of their members at UIFI this 

past summer.  They are currently doing “These Hands Don’t Hurt” and Octsoberfest.  

Beta Omicron Chapter – Brian Austin was elected Senior Class President.  Nicholas Klein was elected Sophomore Class President.  The chapter took 

the largest pledge class on campus.  The chapter will be celebrating its 15
th

 Anniversary on November 23
rd

.  They will also be hosting their Turkey 
Trot 5K run in November.  

Beta Tau Chapter – The chapter held an event at the Greek Carnival to raise money for a disabilities organization in town.  The public paid to take a 

spin through an obstacle coarse in a wheelchair.  It was one of the most popular activities of the day.  

Gamma Beta Chapter – The chapter recently participated in a carnival for underprivileged children sponsored by the Salvation Army.  25 men put in 

three hours a piece.  

Gamma Delta Chapter – The chapter is on a fundraising spree.  They recently earned $3,000 at the Taledega Speedway and they are going to work 

two upcoming concerts.  They also have preformed close to 800 hours of service towards “These Hands Don’t Hurt.”  

The following chapters won Homecoming on their respective campuses – Tau Chapter, Alpha Phi Chapter, and Gamma Gamma Chapter.   

  

Scholarship Opportunities Abound  
Remember that the AKL Education Foundation has five expansion scholarship opportunities available for men wishing to transfer or go to graduate 

school at one of the following locations: 

   University of California – Berkeley 

   University of Washington 

   Oregon State University 

   The Ohio State University 

   University of Arizona 
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